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Evaluating the Interface between Urban form and Activity: A Case Study of the
Azadi Avenue in Tehran

Maryam charkhchian™, Mahyar Arefi?

Abstract

The role public urban spaces play in the quality of life of a city’s residents has repeatedly appeared and been
discussed in the literature. The sheer existence and vitality of such spaces guarantees how to think about
their effective planning and design. Against the backdrop of Kevin Lynch’s five measurement criteria
(vitality, sense, fit, control, efficiency and justice), this study examines one of the main transportation
corridors in Tehran, lran. Observation of people’s activities between Enghelab Square and Ekbatan along
this important east-west vehicular and pedestrian axis was used as the key research method. The length and
diversity of public space activities along the study area prompted the division of the axis into four
meaningful segments each with distinct spatial, social, and mobility characteristics. The results show that
while sense had the largest share of the key indicators overall, efficiency had the lowest share respectively.
Based on the working definitions of each of the broad categories and their subcategories, the findings show
the weaknesses or relative strengths associated with each type of space. These findings have specific policy
and design implications for improving the status quo. The findings also show that while the spaces have been
somewhat successful in terms of sense, justice and access, they have faired inadequately in terms of reducing
the vehicular-pedestrian tension and increasing pedestrian safety.

Keywords

Public space, Everyday urbanism, Efficiency, Control, efficiency, and sense.
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